[Patient education in a dental practice].
Patient education is an important part of the care provided in a dental practice. Explanations concerning dental treatments is in the majority of practices exclusively the responsibility of the dentist. Information about oral hygiene and prevention is generally provided by oral hygienists and prevention assistants. It is striking that agreements are made concerning the form and content of patient education, the division of responsibilities and the use of teaching aids in only 39% of practices. It is possible that this has to do with the relatively few hours that oral hygienists and/or prevention assistants are active each week in the practice, and the judgement of the dentists that sufficient time has to be devoted to discussing a proposed treatment with the patient.